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Disaster recovery field survey for residents of Futaba district 

  This surv a case of ey is being conducted by Fukushima University Disaster Recovery Research 

Institute in cooperation with the Futaba District Association of Towns and Villages. This field survey 

of the residents of the eight municipalities of the Futaba district is conducted as part of the process of 

recovery from the Great East Japan Earthquake. This survey is intended to be used in future 

deliberations regarding the restoration of the entire Futaba district, and is being conducted on residents 

who lived in Futaba-gun (Futaba County). 

  The purpose of this survey is specifically to contribute to the recovery of the Futaba district. The 

survey will not be used for any other purpose. In addition, information provided by respondents will 

be handled with the utmost care, carefully considering respondents' privacy and keeping individual 

respondents' responses confidential when the results of this survey are made public. 

  To improve present evacuee living conditions even a little bit, to assist residents in putting their 

lives back in order in the future, and for the recovery of all of Futaba-gun, we ask for your 

participation so that the results of the survey can reflect the voices of as many people as possible. 

Question 1. These questions are about you individually. Circle one response, or write your information 
directly into the blank, if one is provided. 

(1) Sex:   Male  Female 
(2) Age    (age last birthday)  Date of Birth   Year     Month 
(3) This question is about the damage to the home you were living in at the time of the earthquake.
(including apartments and rented houses）

① complete collapse ② half collapse (requires major repairs)
③ half collapse (requires minor repairs)  ④ partial damage
⑤ no damage ⑥ other ( ) 
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(4) These questions are about your work. 
(4-1) What type of work did you do before the earthquake? (Circle one.) 

① student  ② company employee ③ self-owned business 
④ part-time or hourly employee ⑤ civil servant ⑥ nonprofit organization employee  
⑦ not employed     ⑧ other  (             ) 

 
(4-2) This question is for people who selected ②, ③, ④, or ⑧ in Question (4-1). What type of industry 
were you employed in before the earthquake? (Circle one.) 

① agriculture, forestry and fishing  ② construction 
③ manufacturing   ④ utilities (electricity, gas and water) 
⑤ transportation and communication ⑥ wholesale, retail, restaurant 
⑦ finance and insurance   ⑧ real estate 
⑨ service industry   ⑩ other (                  ) 

 
(4-3) What kind of work do you do now? (Circle one.) 

① student  ② company employee ③ self-owned business 
④ part-time or hourly employee ⑤ civil servant ⑥ nonprofit organization employee  
⑦ not employed     ⑧ other  (             ) 

 
(4-4) This question is for people who selected ②, ③, ④, or ⑧ in Question (4-3). What type of industry 
are you employed in now? (Circle one.) 

① agriculture, forestry and fishing  ② construction 
③ manufacturing   ④ utilities (electricity, gas and water) 
⑤ transportation and communication ⑥ wholesale, retail, restaurant   
⑦ finance and insurance   ⑧ real estate 
⑨ service industry   ⑩ other（   ） 

 
Question 2 These questions are about your evacuation conditions. 
(1) Where did you live before you evacuated? Circle the appropriate municipality and write the name of 
the neighborhood in the (     ). 

①  Hirono-machi ②  Naraha-machi ③  Tomioka-machi 
④  Kawauchi-mura  ⑤  Ōkuma-machi ⑥  Futaba-machi   
⑦  Namie-machi ⑧  Katsurao-mura        (               ) neighborhood 
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(2) How many years ago did you start living at that address? (Circle one.) 

① less than one year      ② at least 1 year, less than 2 years     
③ at least 2 years, less than 5 years  ④ at least 5 years, less than 10 years  
⑤ at least 10 years, less than 20 years ⑥ 20 years or more 

 
(3) These questions are about the place you evacuated to. 
(3-1) Where are you living (where have you evacuated to) now? 

prefecture (  )  municipality (          ) 

 
(3-2) Choose the type of housing that best describes your current living situation. (Circle one.) 

① evacuation center (including hotels, etc.) ② provisional housing 
③ relative’s or friend’s home 
④ housing rented by the municipality on behalf of evacuees (privately rented apartments) 
⑤ rented housing paid for by me (including detached houses, apartments, etc.) 
⑥ other (               ) 

 
(3-3) Circle the reasons why you selected that place to evacuate to. (Circle all that apply.) 

① reasons related to work (workplace is close, etc.)  
② reasons related to children (school, etc.) 
③ I’m worried about the effects of radiation. 
④ It’s close to relatives and/or friends. 
⑤ to stay together with other people from the same district 
⑥ to comply with instructions from the government 
⑦ It’s less of an economic burden. 
⑧ other (               ) 

 
(4) Including where you are staying now, how many places have you evacuated to so far? 

This is the (      )th place so far. 

 
Question 3 These questions are about your family. 
(1) Before you were affected by the disaster, how many people were in your household, including 
yourself? 

  (            people） 

  



  August, 2011 
 Fukushima University 

 

 4 

(2) Please write information about people you were living with in the following table. Also mark a circle 
next to the head of the household (one person). 

＊If there are 10 or more people, continue writing in this blank space. 
 
 
 
 
 

※ After the earthquake, are family members living apart from each other? If yes, write the number of 
that person (from the list of members of your household from the above table) and the place they 
evacuated to. 

No.【  】 Municipality【    】 
No.【  】 Municipality【    】 
No.【  】 Municipality【    】 
No.【  】 Municipality【    】 
No.【  】 Municipality【    】 

 
(3) This question is for people who have family members living apart from each other after the 
earthquake disaster. If you are experiencing hardships or problems as a result of living apart, please 
describe them in the space provided here. 
  

 Head of 
Household 

Relationship Sex Age In School? Employment 
status 

Ex. ○ Your  wife’s father     M  F 64 
years 

old 

yes   no   yes   no   

1  Yourself  

2  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

3  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

4  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

5  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

6  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

7  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

8  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   

9  Your            M  F  yes   no   yes   no   
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Question 4 These questions are about returning to the place you lived before you evacuated. 
(1) What condition would the place you previously lived in have to be for you to return to live there? 
Circle the statement that is closest to how you feel. 

① I will return as soon as radiation levels come down to safety levels set by the government. →【Go 
to (3）】 
② I will return when radiation levels come down and infrastructure necessary for daily life, such as 
utilities, including water, sewage, electricity and gas are restored. →【Go to (3）】 
③ I will return when, in addition to ① and ② above, the national and local governments have 
planned and enacted an adequate for decontamination. →【Go to (3）】 
④ I will return when, in addition to ① through ③ above, a certain number of town residents have 
already returned.→【Go to (3）】 
⑤ I do not intend to return. →【Go to (2）】 
⑥ Other（                      ）→【Go to (3）】 

 
(2) This question is for people who selected answer choice ⑤ “I do not intend to return.” for question (1) above. Circle 
all reasons you do not wish to return. (Circle all that apply.) 

① because I don’t believe there will be a resolution to the nuclear power plant accident 
② because I think the radioactive contamination will be difficult to clean up 
③ because I can’t trust the levels declared safe by the national government 
④ because I feel insecure about daily life and finances in the future 
⑤ because I’ve already found a new job 
⑥ because others in my family are against it 
⑦ other（                             ） 

→【Go to (4)】 
 
(3) This question is for people who did not select answer choice ⑤ “I do not intend to return.” for question (1) above. 
(3-1) Circle all reasons you wish to return. (Circle all that apply.) 

① because that is where, for generations, my ancestors have owned land, lived and were buried 
② because it is the town where I lived, so I feel attached to it 
③ because I want to rebuild with other members of the community 
④ because I like living in that community 
⑤ because I have nowhere else to go 
⑥ because I am insecure about living in a very different, unfamiliar place 
⑦ because my family and other townspeople say they will return 
⑧ other (                                ) 
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(3-2) Assuming you would eventually be able to return to the community you were living in, how long would you be 
able to wait? Circle one (1) response. 

① less than one year ② one to two years ③ two to three years 
④ three to five years ⑤ I would continue to wait ⑥ other（      ） 

 
(3-3) Where would you like to live for the time until you return to where you were living before you were affected by 
the disaster? 
a) Location (Circle one.） 

① a municipality inside Futaba-gun  
② a municipality adjacent to Futaba-gun (Iwaki city, etc.) 
③ a municipality inside Fukushima prefecture not listed above  
④ a municipality outside Fukushima prefecture. 
⑤ I haven’t decided yet. 
⑥ other (         ) 

 
b) Housing conditions (Circle one.) 

① provisional housing  
② privately owned housing rented by the government on behalf of evacuees 
③ public housing ④ public housing for disaster restoration (to be built in the future) 
⑤ home of relatives or friends ⑥ rented housing paid for by myself 
⑦ other (                  ) 

 
(4) These questions are about tsunami damage. 
(4-1) Was your home damaged by the tsunami? Circle one. 

① yes  ② no →【Go to (5)】 

 
(4-2) This question is for people who responded “yes” to question (4-1) above. Circle one statement that 
reflects your hopes about your housing in the future. (Circle one.) 

① I want to return to the place I used to live. 
② I would like to live in an elevated area. 
③ I want to live in a different municipality than I did before. 
④ other (                                    ) 

 
(5) These questions are about the use of agricultural land in the future. 
(5-1) Did you own or use agricultural land before the earthquake? 

① I owned/used agricultural land.  
② I didn’t own/use agricultural land. →【Go to Q5】 
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(5-2) This question is for people who responded “I owned/used agricultural land.” to question (5-1) 
above. Considering the salt damage from the tsunami and the soil and water contamination caused by 
the nuclear accident, circle the statement below that most closely reflects your intentions for the land. 
(Circle one.) 

① I want to try to improve the soil and water quality of the land and use it for commercial farming. 
② I will give up farming it. 
③ I will search for a different way to use it. 
④ I can’t decide. I haven’t decided yet. 
⑤  other (                  ) 

 
Question 5 These questions are about issues regarding daily living. 
(1) What is your source of funds to pay your day-to-day living expenses? (Circle all that apply.) 

① relief money and provisional compensation payments ② wages from working 
③ income from a business  ④ pension, etc.  ⑤ personal savings   
⑥ loans   ⑦ welfare benefits ⑧ other (              ) 

 
(2) At present, do you have any problems in your daily living? (Circle all that apply.) 

① no job or can’t run own business  ② not enough money to meet living expenses 
③ my health got worse, or my need for nursing care increased 
④ family relationships got worse  ⑤ I don’t know when I will find housing. 
⑥ I’m worried about the effects of radiation. ⑦ school, etc. for children 
⑧ relationships with the people around me ⑨ nothing in particular 
⑩ other (                              ) 

 
(3) This question is about life planning for your evacuee life in the future. How will you pay your living 
expenses? Circle one response that will be the main means of paying for those expenses. 

① relief money and provisional compensation payments  
② income from part time or hourly work 
③ own business or start work as a regular employee 
④ savings and/or pension, etc. 
⑤ other (                         ) 
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(4) Please indicate for each of the five statements which is closest to how you have been feeling over 
the last two weeks. (Circle one response for each statement. (Circle one response for each statement.) 

 
 
Question 6 This question is about obtaining information from the government. 
How would you like the government to share information with you in the future? (Circle up to 3.) 

① prefecture and town/village newsletters (paper) 
② prefecture and town/village website 
③ television 
④ newspaper 
⑤ radio 
⑥ postal mail 
⑦ Internet 
⑧ telephone (including mobile phone) 
⑨ e-mail 
⑩ fax 
⑪ circulars and notice boards 
⑫ explanation directly from local government employees 
⑬ other    (                   ) 

  

 Over the last two 
weeks 
 

All of the 
time 

Most of 
the time 

More than 
half of the 
time 

Less than 
half of the 
time 

Some of 
the time 

At no 
time 

1 I have felt cheerful and 
in good spirits. 

5 4 3 2 1 0 

2 I have felt calm and 
relaxed. 

5 4 3 2 1 0 

3 I have felt active and 
vigorous. 

5 4 3 2 1 0 

4 I woke up feeling fresh 
and rested. 

5 4 3 2 1 0 

5 My daily life has been 
filled with things that 
interest me. 

5 4 3 2 1 0 
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Question 7 This question is about your daily life in the future. Circle up to three items which you are 
particularly troubled by regarding your future daily life. (Circle up to 3.) 

① There is no estimate for when I can (re)start my business. 
② I can’t find work in the place I have evacuated to. 
③ I don’t know how long I will have to evacuate, so I can’t decide what to do. 
④ I don’t where I’m going to get money for living expenses. 
⑤ I don’t know where I’m going to live in the future. 
⑥ I’m worried about the effects of radiation. 
⑦ I’m worried about my children’s education. 
⑧ I’m worried about maintaining relationships with friends and acquaintances from the place where 

I used to live. 
⑨ I’m worried about whether I can get along with the residents around me. 
⑩ other (                      ) 

 
Question 8 These questions are about future disaster recovery. 
(1) For recovery, which do you think are most important? Circle up to three items that you think are 
important.（Circle up to 3.） 

① restoration of primary industries such as agriculture, forestry and fisheries 
② promoting industry to establish employment for young people 
③ growth and development of the tourism industry 
④ attract companies to build factories, etc. 
⑤ create a hub for renewable energy 
⑥ attract universities and research facilities 
⑦ promotion of the construction of public and private housing 
⑧ make improvements to schools and other educational facilities 
⑨ expand facilities for the elderly and medical facilities 
⑩ merge the municipalities in the Futaba district 
⑪ establish a medium- to long-term restoration plan 
⑫ establish separate recovery plans for each community 
⑬ establish a single recovery plan for the entire Futaba district 
⑭ other (                        ) 

 

（1）Please write any other thoughts, suggestions or opinions you have about the recovery of the 
Futaba district. 
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* The remainder of this survey is to be filled out by members of the household who are in the younger 
generation (approximately 13-39 years of age). We ask each member of the household who is in this age 
range to fill out the remainder of this survey. If more than one member of the household belongs to the 
younger generation, we kindly ask you to make the appropriate number of copies, etc. so that each 
member can complete this portion of the survey with his or her own data. 

 
Question 9 This question is about you individually. 

(1) Sex:   Male        Female 
(2) Age    (age last birthday)  Date of Birth   Year     Month                    
(3) Where did you live before you were evacuated? 
Circle the appropriate town or village and write the neighborhood name in the (    ). 
①  Hirono-machi ②  Naraha-machi ③  Tomioka-machi 
④  Kawauchi-mura  ⑤  Ōkuma-machi ⑥  Futaba-machi   
⑦  Namie-machi ⑧  Katsurao-mura        (               ) neighborhood 

 
Question 10 What do you think is most important for the recovery of your home town? Circle up to three 
items. (Circle up to three.) 

① measurement of radiation levels and decontamination activities 
② establishment of industry and places to work. 
③ places for the younger generation to talk about recovery 
④ establishment of places to live for the younger generation 
⑤ places for shopping close to living areas 
⑥ other (               ) 

 
Question 11 
If you are worried about the effects of radiation on your health, please write about those concerns here.  
In addition, if you have any requests of actions national and local governments could take that would 
ease your concerns, please write those here as well. 
 
 
 
Question 12 As a member of the younger generation, please write your opinion about working towards 
the recovery of Futaba-gun in the future. 
 
 

* This is the end of the questions. Thank you for completing the survey. Please put the completed survey 
in the enclosed return envelope (no postage stamp is needed) and send it back by no later than 
September 30th. 
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